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A Great American
of the Cloth

A Review by the REV.

Chaplain of 165th Infantry (Old Sixty-ninth Regiment, N. Y. N. G.).

THE IiAFE OF CARDINAL
Archbishop of Bal By
cluir Will. E. P. 1 & Co.

ARDINAL GIBBONS displayed an
C admirable foresight in most things
his life, ‘

than in his choice of a blographer

GIBHOXNE,
Allen Sin-

during but néver more so

Car-

dinal Gibbons was a great American, an

American statesman in fact, and it is

proper that his life should be written by |

a layman, so that the sides of his char
acter and phases of his life which were not
confined his ecclesitstical activities
should be properly presenled to posterity.
o Mr. 'Will is a Catholic man of letters, a Bal-

1o

timorean, a friend and admirer of Cardinal |

Gibbons for many vears. During the Iat-

ter portion of the Cardinal's life he gave
him the advantage of many Intimate chats
and also access to documents, through both
of which means Mr. Will was given unusual
ndvantages as a blogPapher.

The career of Cardinal Gibbons spans the
period that saw the creation of a new na-
tional Catholic church—the Catholic church
of the United States. He was ordained at the

beginning of the civil war, which marks the |

end of the antl-foreign, anti-Catholic know-
nothing movement. It was German and
Irigh foreigners, in large part Catholic, who
gsupplied the man power that enablied the
North to win the war and afterward sup-
plied the nation with men who helped de-
velop the West and found the great works
of transport and industry. Cardinal Gib
bons lived through all that period of dg-
velopment that lasted until the end of the
world war, the beginning of a new period
for mankind, when an aged man might well
be satisfled to leave the reins of government
in younger hands,

The Interest of this book lies in observ- |

ing how under the leadership of men like
Gibbons the Cathollic ethos was preserved
in all its essentials, while at the same time
its foreign aspects are modifled to sult the
American spirit. Theories, practices, polit-
ical ideals, racial customs, loyalties, which
were racy of the soil in Germany or Italy,
Ireland or France, had
this new republic for Jlevelopments con-
geninl to the character o

This wasa work
stoodl out as the most
It would be easy to seleet from this biogr-

to make way in
It national life
in which Gibbons
conspicupus lender

the

phy many pages to prove his work as a
parigh priest or Catholic ]'ip-'i;n].- or Roman
Cardinal, things done within the fold and
without any special reference to affairs
nationnl. But he will always be best re-
membered 1n state and church the
mouthpiece and leader of the determined

as

and victorlous army of Catholics in this |

country who have made up thelr minds
that their church must be not foréign, but
American; that it would not be an outpost
for fofeign penetration into this country,
bhut rather an outpost for Lhe penetration
of American ideals into the church
versal.

uni-

1L
Nobody pretends that Cardinal Gibbons
achieved this alone, nor even that he or
any other one man was the chief factor in
the doing of it, It was determined by the
rature of things., The vastineas and fertility
of the land, the generous political instita-
tions so frultful of lovalty from the op-
pressed helped to make foreigners
loyal citizens. Concerning one of the races
that helped to found the churcl a joke was
currént thirty years ago—"Children, what
are the chief products of Ireland?”
“American citizens, ma'am."
Many Catholics from other lands, how-
had to contend with the disturbing
element of alien stongues, and a

into

ever,

certaln

amount of propaganda carried on by thelr |

ewn Governments abroad. These factors
complicated the business of Americanizing
them
to provide foreign groups with their own
Possibly chin-

of

special bishops and clergy

velleries of Europe were nt the back

+his Klea, but most of its pl’muu.umms: in|

this country wers influenced by the desire
o look after the spiritunl welfare of for-
eign speaking Catholles wha arrived on our
shores lgnorant of the prevalling language,
Cardinal Gibbons and other farsecing

prela

The Cahensly movement was started |

ca saw that this would mean the set- |
ting up of foreigm Catholle groups within |

l

FRANCIS P. DUFFY.

the United States, nests of disturbance to
natlonal and to Catholic I.mi'.,\:. It would
have been a woeful thing for church and
for country if when we had to take our
place in the war ig which almest all the
nations of the world had taken sldes the
Catholic church in t country should
find itself divided into racinl groups with
their own leaders. From this danger we
were saved by the foresight and deter-
mination of Cardinal Gibbons and the other
teaders of the church of thirty years ago.
This point is of so much importance that
the reviewer quotes pertain sentences in
| Mr. Will's estimate of it:
In his opinion, no ynion of Church and

State in America was practicable or
even desirable. With each supreme in
Its own sphere, he belleved that

Church would receive here, in reality.
the most powerful protection aceorded
her anywhere in the world He
wished the Church in America to be as
American as the Constitution self,

1 affairs
m with
vindica-

spurning interference i
| gqnd pursuing her =
gerenity in the fall
tion by the public jadgment

1 He wag determined that the Church
In thias country should continue homo-
geneous, Hke the nation. If the dls

of rival nationalist aima were definitely
introduced, hls work would go down in
wreck.

One of the stanchest convietions to
which he adhered throughout his life was
that homogeneity In America Was a
fundamental need In the ahsence of a
repressive  government which might
malntain unity by foree.

111

Cardinal Gibbons was always a prudent
leader and the judements that he ex-
gressed were always maturely considered
before he gave voice to them. On a num-
ber of questions his mind, however, was
|

definitely fixed and his expression vigor- |
ous and strong. He reverenced the Con- |
stitution of the United States almost as if
it were an inspired document. He had a |
very firm conviction that the conditions
in this ecountry of freedom of religions®
worship without any union of church and

State wi irely for the best interests
of the chn He was o at defonder
of law and order; he 19 apposed to eom-
munism. but tonk his stand in the very
meémorable letter to Cardinal Simeoni in
favor of the right of labor to organize.
He had many friends of wealth and of

high position, but he delighted in Iaboring
keap the Catholic Church of America
church of people, which it
tainly i&. He was an advocate of educa- |
tioh, and the Ca of Amer- |
a monument He op- |
the nl- |
though an apostle of total abstinence all
his life, hecause he felt that the prohibi-
tion amendment would cause more :rl-u'l'h\'
than It eonld heal '

In his efforts to produce a
and political allgnment for the Catholie
the United States and in the
was particularly fortunate in

to

the oer- |

10lie Unive

to his zeal

amendment,

ion s

posed prohibition

new social |
Church In
world
having as his superjior a Pope as broad-

he

F

IT°'S HERE

How Gahan, Jed of Gathol, raced in his"
airplane through the fury of a Martian
tempest to the rescue of the fair Tara of
Helium; how he was wrecked in the coze
of adead sea bottom, and escaped to find
himself surrounded by a strange race of
bodiless heads and headless bodies; and
how he met the unknown Chessmen of
Barzoom and played the game of life and
death —is told in this most marvelous
of Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Martian tales.
At All Bookstores
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“The Mystery of the Vanishing Uncles,” suggests the
New Yark Herald, “would be an appropriate name for

EDEN PHILLPOTTS’
New Mystery Novel

THE RED REDMAYNES

“It is a first rate ‘thriller,” a very cleverly constructed
.puzzle where no attempt is made to mix incongruous
The villainy is well concealed, as it must be in

elements.

life to suceeed at all.”’-—New York Herald.

“Entertaining, ingenious, plausible, the book has the
distinction, rare among detective stories, of being very well
written, and is rather an unusual piece of fiction.”"—Nemw

York Times.

22.00 at all bookstores

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
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P
—

minded ns Leo XIIL, one of the greatest
men of his century and certainly one of
the greatest old men of all Saye
Mr, WHI: "“With a less sympathetic pon-
tiff the work of Gibbons wonld have heen
and Leo did mbt hesitate to |
any again and agaln that the encourage-

times

impoasible,

ment and active help which he received
from the Archbishop of Baltimore formed
one of the potent influences that sus-

tained him nmid fhe hostile misunderstand-

wns often beset™
v

achievements of the

ing with which he

or Cardinal's
later days the
rapher has laid too little stress, although
it was a great compliment paid to him by
In the Perhaps
did not permit him to
say it or did not permit him to let Mr.
Will say it. But the establishment of the
National Catholic Welfare Council and the
regular meeting of the Bishops were an
outeome of the convietlon with the
Cardinal gone theres would be no individual
the
and

2 one on which his Wog- |

his brothers epistopate

his own modesty

that

churchman who could volce the soul of

church in Amerieca and that safety
| pradence must lie henceforth in ecorporate
| judgments. This was com-
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ISIT JOHN MARTIN'S BOOK ROOM FOR CHIL-
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